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OMAHA BEACH, WAR OF WILL, PLUS 
QUE PARFAIT WORK TOWARD DERBY 145 
AT CHURCHILL DOWNS; GRAY 
MAGICIAN WORKS AT SAN LUIS REY 


LOUISVILLE, KY (Saturday, April 27, 2019) — On a clear, 
mild morning at Churchill Downs, three hopefuls for next 
Saturday’s 145th running of the $3 million Kentucky Derby 
Presented by Woodford Reserve (GI) including probable 
morning-line favorite Omaha Beach put in their final works 
for the Run for the Roses. 

Omaha Beach worked five furlongs in company in :59 
(second best of 43 at the distance); War of Will worked a half- 
mile in :47.60 (best of 78) in company and Plus Que Parfait 
worked five furlongs, also in company, in 1:02 (28th best of 
43). Also working at Churchill Downs was Signalman, who 
worked five furlongs in 1:00, sixth best of 43. 

At San Luis Rey Training Center in Southern California, 
Gray Magician worked five furlongs in 1:00.40 

Also working on the fast track beneath the Twin Spires were 
Oaks hopefuls Chocolate Kisses (half-mile in :48 in company, 
11th best) and Dunbar Road (five furlongs in 1:01.60 in 
company, 22nd best). 

Five Derby hopefuls are scheduled to work at Churchill 
Downs Sunday: By My Standards, Code of Honor, Win 
Win Win and the Bill Mott-trained duo of Tacitus and 
Country House. 

Expected to work for the Oaks Sunday at Churchill Downs 
are Lady Apple, Street Band and possibly Champagne 
Anyone. 

Scheduled to arrive this afternoon from California is the 
Bob Baffert-trained duo of Santa Anita Derby (GI) winner 
Roadster and 2018 Eclipse Award winner Game Winner. 
The Tex Sutton charter left from Ontario, California, shortly 
before 10 o’clock (all times Eastern). 


BODEXPRESS — Top Racing, Global Thoroughbred and 
GDS Racing Stable’s Bodexpress, training at Gulfstream 
Park West, is scheduled to work there Monday for trainer 
Gustavo Delgado and ship Tuesday. 

Bodexpress would need one defection to make the 
Kentucky Derby field. 

“If he doesn’t get in the Derby, he’ll run in the Preakness,” 
said Gustavo Delgado Jr., son and assistant to Delgado. “He’s 
doing really well.” 


BY MY STANDARDS - Allied Racing Stables’ By My 
Standards visited the starting gate and galloped 1 1⁄2 miles 
Saturday morning for trainer Bret Calhoun. 

“Were just trying to enjoy the ride,” Calhoun said. “The 
horse couldn’t be doing any better and I’m trying to have as 
much fun as we can along the way. We really thought this 
horse was special when he debuted. It got a little frustrating 
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that it took him so long to break his maiden. Since then, he’s 
really taken every step forward possible.” 

One major piece of the By My Standards team was missing 
Saturday morning during training. Calhoun’s assistant, St. 
Xavier High School graduate Tom Morgan, had the morning 
off to run in the Kentucky Derby Festival Mini Marathon. 

By My Standards is scheduled to breeze Sunday at 7:30 a.m. 


CODE OF HONOR - William S. Farish’s Code of Honor 
jogged five furlongs and then galloped a mile and a quarter 
under exercise rider Brian Duggan for trainer Shug 
McGaughey. 

Code of Honor is scheduled to work Sunday morning with 
Duggan slated to be aboard. Two-time Derby-winning rider 
John Velazquez has the call next Saturday. 

Third in the March 30 Florida Derby (GI) in his most recent 
start, Code of Honor has spent most of the month in 
Kentucky, first at Keeneland where he had two works and 
then here where he arrived Wednesday. 

“I am glad I brought him up early because it’s quiet and 
gives him time to settle in,” McGaughey said. “It also gives me 
time to settle in.” 


COUNTRY HOUSE/TACITUS — Hall of Fame trainer 
Bill Mott’s Kentucky Derby duo of Wood Memorial (GI) 
winner Tacitus and Arkansas Derby (GI)-placed Country 
House left Barn 19 and continued their preparation over the 
Churchill Downs main track. They went through their paces 
during the special Kentucky Derby-Oaks 7:30-7:45 a.m. 
session Saturday. 

“They both jogged today and will work, perhaps, 
tomorrow,” Mott said. “They’re both doing well, look well and 
are eating well. We just have to get through this last work 
tomorrow. Sometimes you like to do it a day earlier just to get 
it over with.” 

Tacitus and Country House will be Mott’s ninth and 10th 
starters in the 10-furlong affair—a rare American classic the 
decorated conditioner has not claimed. Indeed, he has yet to 
hit the board, with his best finish a seventh by Hofburg last 
year. 


CUTTING HUMOR/SPINOFF — The Todd Pletcher- 
trained duo of Starlight Racing’s Cutting Humor and 
Wertheimer and Frere’s Spinoff followed up their Friday 
works with easy jogs Saturday morning at Palm Beach Downs 
in Florida. Cutting Humor worked a half-mile in :48 and 
Spinoff went five furlongs in 1:00.60. 

“They both came out of their exercise well,’ Pletcher 
reported. “It’s all systems go.” 


-more- 
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The conditioner said that his twosome would walk Sunday, 
then jog again Monday morning prior to making an early trip 
from Florida Tuesday that should have them arriving at 
Churchill Downs somewhere between 8 and 8:30 a.m. 

Rider Manny Franco is assigned the call on Spinoff. No 
rider has yet been made official for Cutting Humor, though 
Pletcher said they were very close to finalizing one. The next 
day or two should tell the tale, he suggested. 


GAME WINNER/IMPROBABLE/ROADSTER — The 
media scrum piling up outside of Churchill Downs’ Barn 33 
was a surefire indicator that the white-haired one himself was 
back on the scene. As Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert 
emerged to hold court for more than 20 minutes Saturday 
morning, he led off his Derby week testimonials by giving a 
hat tip to how stout the lone classic hopeful of his already on 
the scene was handling the hoopla himself. 

With his stablemates and fellow Derby contenders Game 
Winner and Roadster en route from California, Grade I 
winner Improbable put in an easy gallop under regular 
exercise rider Jose Contreras at Churchill Downs one day 
before his scheduled final workout in advance of the first leg 
of the Triple Crown. 

The son of City Zip was calm and professional on a 
morning in which likely race favorite Omaha Beach turned in 
his final pre-Derby move. As well as Improbable got over the 
Santa Anita Park surface in his preparations for his runner-up 
outings in the Rebel Stakes (GII) and Arkansas Derby (GI), 
Baffert feels the Churchill Downs main track actually may be 
more conducive to bringing out the best in the chestnut colt. 

“(Assistant trainer) Jimmy (Barnes) has been really happy 
with him,” Baffert said of Improbable. “He really likes this 
track. They're coming from Santa Anita where it has been 
pretty deep, they've made it really, really deep. He’ll work 
tomorrow...but he’s really coming into this race pretty well.” 
Improbable turned in a half-mile breeze in :48 at Churchill 
Downs on April 22, a move that may have set the colt up to 
show more speed early on in his classic try. 

“I do know that Bob feels like you do have to get out of the 
gate well, feels like you need to get into a rhythm. And, you 
know, Improbable’s strength is his stride, so I think he does 
want him to get in a nice rhythm and not have too many 
obstacles in his path,” said Elliott Walden, president and 
CEO of WinStar Farm, which co-owns the colt along with 
China Horse Club International and Starlight Racing. “It’s 
possible that he would show a little more speed, but he’s not a 
horse that’s going to drag you to the front end or you’re going 
to have to worry about slowing down. I see him somewhere in 
that first tier, probably four, five, six lengths off it.” 


GRAY MAGICIAN -—- Wachtel Stable, Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners and Gary Barber’s Gray Magician 
put in his final breeze for the Kentucky Derby on Saturday 
morning at San Luis Rey Training Center. The last-out UAE 
Derby (GII) runner-up was worked five furlongs in 1:00.40 
with Drayden Van Dyke up for trainer Peter Miller. 

“He worked super and came home really well,’ Miller said. 
“T couldn’t be happier with how he did it. He came home (his 


final quarter-mile) in :23 1/5 and that was vety good. He 
galloped out another eighth (to get six furlongs) in 1:12 2/5. 
This is a fast race track here, but it was the way he did it. 

“Drayden came and worked him and the horse really did it 
on his own,” he continued. “He just shook the reins at him 
once and he opened up on his workmate. He started out about 
three lengths behind him and finished about 12 lengths ahead. 
Drayden got along well with the horse and in all likelihood, 
unless the owners think otherwise, he would ride him (in the 
Derby). 

“As long as he comes out of the work well tomorrow, he 
will ship on Monday.” 


HAIKAL -— Shadwell Stable’s Haikal continues to fill trainer 
Kiaran McLaughlin with confidence heading toward the 
Kentucky Derby. The son of top miler and McLaughlin trainee 
Daaher put in his final serious drill two days ago at Belmont 
Park, breezing five furlongs in 1:01.20. The move came six 
days after blitzing a bullet four furlongs in 47.40. 

“Were excited and I loved his work,” McLaughlin said. “I 
even liked his work this week better than his bullet work. He 
was a little quicker last week, but this one was strong, in hand 
and he galloped out strong. With experience, he’s come 
forward. We’re not into consolation prizes so much. We really 
want to win this race.” 

The three-time winner from five starts jogged Saturday 
morning and will ship to Churchill Downs from New York on 
Sunday after training. He will look to give McLaughlin his first 
win in the Run for the Roses. The conditioner finished second 
with Closing Argument in 2005 and has been fourth three 
times: Jazil (2006), Frosted (2015) and Mohaymen (2016). 


LONG RANGE TODDY - Willis Horton’s Rebel Stakes 
(GIJ) winner Long Range Toddy galloped about 1 1⁄2 miles 
Saturday for Hall of Fame trainer Steve Asmussen. 

Long Range Toddy is scheduled to breeze Monday 
according to Asmussen assistant Scott Blasi. 


MASTER FENCER - The first Japanese-bred horse to run 
in the Kentucky Derby, Master Fencer, has settled in nicely at 
Keeneland and quickly taken to his American surroundings. 
He is scheduled to make the short van ride from Lexington to 
Louisville on Monday evening. He went through his paces 
Saturday morning under Yosuke Kono and the watchful eye 
of Mitsuoki Numamoto, racing manager and shipping agent 
for owners Katsumi and Yasuyo Yoshizawa. 

The son of Dubai Turf (G1) winner Just A Way—the 
world’s top-rated horse of 2014 and Japans champion 
freshman sire of 2018—did three circuits during the course of 
his morning routine. 

“He jogged one lap around the training track, then went to 
the main track and did an easy gallop one time around and 
then a fast-paced gallop,’ Numamoto said. “He’s working 
great and he was really enjoying the run.” 


-more- 
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Master Fencer exits a good second in the Fukuryu Stakes, 
the final leg of the Japan Road to the Kentucky Derby, and 
already has raced over the 1'/4-mile distance two times in his 
six efforts. Both of those were his initial two starts, over the 
turf, netting a second and fourth. Switched to dirt, he 
subsequently won two nine-furlong affairs and was then fourth 
in the Hyacinth Stakes (Listed) prior to his aforementioned 
Fukuryu run. 

“The dirt here is different than in Japan,’ Numamoto 
explained. “It’s more sand in Japan and it is lighter here. It fits 
Master Fencer, who can run on dirt or turf, and the rider said 
he felt very good for him. We expected it to be wetter here, 
but the Keeneland track drains very well and the track was 
great. 

“We are happy because the horse is enjoying it and he has 
looked good while doing it,’ he continued. “He will work on 
Wednesday with Julien Leparoux at Churchill Downs.” 

An exact distance of the breeze has not been determined. 
Leparoux is slated to ride in the Kentucky Derby. 

Trainer Katsumi Tsunoda is expected to be on the grounds 
Tuesday after arriving with the owners Monday evening. 


MAXIMUM SECURITY - Gary and Mary West’s 
undefeated Maximum Security galloped Saturday morning at 
Palm Meadows Training Center in south Florida for trainer 
Jason Servis. 

Winner of the Florida Derby (GI) in his most recent start, 
Maximum Security is scheduled to work Monday at Palm 
Meadows and fly to Louisville Tuesday. 


OMAHA BEACH - It was work day for Fox Hill Farm’s 
Omaha Beach Saturday and that was just fine with him. The 
big War Front colt, the apparent favorite for next Saturday’s 
145th Kentucky Derby, was ready to do his thing when the 
special 7:30 to 7:45 a.m. Derby/Oaks training period came up 
and trainer Richard Mandella was ready for him to do it, too. 

The Hall of Fame conditioner had waved off a Derby prep 
Friday for his charge when wet weather and a possible “off” 
track wasn’t seen as the ideal scenario for a final move. Plan B 
was to go Saturday and switch out riders — local Julien 
Leparoux subbing for regular rider Mike Smith, who stayed 
in California — and when the morning dawned bright and the 
track was perfectly fast, Mandella knew his call was a good 
one. 

The trainer also had made an arrangement with owner Rick 
Porter to provide a workmate for “Omaha” and that request 
was answered with the 4-year-old gelding Cowboy Karma, a 
stakes winner in his own right who had the saddle services of 
jockey Sophie Doyle. The twosome ponied clockwise from 
the five-eighths gap around to just past the finish line, then 
turned and galloped off together around the clubhouse turn to 
their starting point at the five-eighths pole for the five-panel 
drill. 

“Cowboy” was supposed to be just ahead of the Derby colt 
at the start, but the older horse was on the muscle for the work 
and spurted out four lengths ahead right from the get-go. 
Leparoux, following orders, took a light hold on his mount 
and let him ease into his business. Both horses moved in 


smooth order through their exercise and by the time the pair 
turned for home, the younger horse’s long strides had pulled 
him alongside and outside of his partner and as they leveled 
off nicely for the run through the lane. From there, it was 
“Omaha” by one, two, three and more as he moved ahead 
rapidly and crossed the wire finally five lengths in front. 

Churchill Downs’ clockers caught Omaha Beach in splits 
that read like this: :12, :23.60, :35.40 and a final time of :59 flat. 
They registered a gallop out of 1:12.80. It was the second- 
fastest of 43 works at the distance during the morning, bested 
only by the :58.60 of the older major stakes winner McKinzie. 

“He felt good, very good,” Leparoux offered after he had 
dismounted back at Barn 28. “When I asked him, he went.” 
Mandella, who has been smiling more than usual of late, also 
had good things to say about his colt’s move. 

“I just wanted him to have one more good work; that’s all 
he needed,” the trainer said. “He got it today. They were 
supposed to go off together, but it all worked out fine. He 
went and got him. I really liked that he settled right down after 
the work. He acts like a professional racehorse. I don’t think 
this work took much out of him at all. It couldn’t have gone 
better. It’s all working out just right. 

“Tm glad to have it (the work) done. You need to get past all 
the obstacles. This is one of the big ones. I’m glad it’s over. 

“Tve never had a 3-year-old doing this well this early. He’s 
just special. Since the Rebel (his victory in a division of the 
Rebel Stakes at Oaklawn Park on March 16) he’s filled out and 
just gotten better. He’s pure class. And he’s a kind horse. A 
horse that’s easy to be around.” 

Shortly after the drill, Mandella fielded a call from owner 
Porter. “He went awesome,” the trainer told him. “He couldn’t 
be doing better.” 

Mandella said Omaha Beach would have a walk day Sunday, 
then likely go back to galloping for the balance of the week. 

As his colt cooled out with a walk under the shedrow, the 
trainer offered insights on the move and his charge’s wellbeing 
to a flock of journalistic types eager to hear what he had to say. 
Among the points Mandella made, there was this: 

“Tve reached a point in my life where Pm happy with what 
I’ve done. Pm pretty much good with it all. But if I won this 
race (Kentucky Derby), Pd be happy — very happy. But if I 
don’t, PII survive.” 


PLUS QUE PARFAIT — UAE Derby (GH) winner Plus 
Que Parfait put in his final serious breeze Saturday for the 
Kentucky Derby. The son of Point of Entry drilled five 
furlongs in 1:02 flat in company with Al Taweel, a last-out 
claiming winner for trainer Brendan Walsh at Tampa Bay 
Downs, with furlong splits of 12 flat, 23.60, 36.20 and 49.40. 
He galloped out six furlongs in 1:15.60. 

“He has become more aggressive now than how he used to 
be, which I think is a good thing to see,” Walsh said. “He went 
a little faster than we wanted early on and the last thing I 
wanted to do was do too much with him right now. Then, 
when he left the lead horse, he lazed a little bit and it was fine. 
I wanted 1:02 and out in 1:15 and that’s exactly how he went. 
We don’t need to see anything spectacular right now from him 
in the morning and he’s never going to do that anyway. I 
actually really like the way he was doing it. He did it so easy 
once he leveled off and was moving great.” 


-more- 
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Assistant trainer Tom Molloy, who accompanied the 
chestnut to and from Dubai, as well, was aboard for the 
breeze. The move took place during the special Kentucky 
Derby/Oaks 7:30-7:45 a.m. training session. 


SIGNALMAN -— Kentucky Jockey Club (GID) winner and 
Blue Grass (GID) third Signalman worked Saturday morning 
with jockey Brian Hernandez Jr., but he has a slight cut 
above his left eye that will have to be evaluated, trainer Kenny 
McPeek said. 

“He’s got a small cut over his eye, were going to have to 
clean it up and let him tell us if it’s bothering him,” McPeek 
said. “Were on the bubble anyway. But he does everything 
right, he’s a good, solid colt and he put in a really good 
breeze.” 

Despite the cut, the colt — who races for the partnership of 
Tommie M. Lewis, Steve Crabtree, Dean Demaree, David 
Bernsen, Jim Chambers and Magdalena Racing — worked 
five furlongs in 1:00. He galloped out six furlongs in 1:13.80. 

“It was good out there,’ Hernandez said. “He kind of 
followed a workmate around, then when we got to the quarter 
pole, he went by him easily and finished up good. The cut 
didn’t seem to bug him any, theyll clean it up and he’ll be 
good to go.” 

Plans call for the colt to go on to the Preakness, if he does 
or doesn’t make the Derby field. 


SUENO - Silverton Hill LLC’s Sueno, currently No. 23 on 
the Kentucky Derby list, was out shortly after the track opened 
at 5:15 a.m. and jogged an easy two miles. 

Trainer Keith Desormeaux, who continues to hold out 
hope that his charge might break into the list of 20 runners for 
the mile and a quarter classic, said he would “probably work 
him tomorrow.” 

No rider has been assigned for the son of the Medaglia 

d'Oro stallion Atreides. 
TAX — Trainer Danny Gargan confirmed Saturday morning 
that New York-based Withers (GIIT) winner Tax is doing well 
and preparing to ship Sunday from Belmont Park to Churchill 
Downs. The son of Arch has two wins, two seconds and a 
third from five career starts and had his final serious breeze 
Thursday, going a half-mile in 47.80 (fourth-fastest of 79) over 
the Belmont training track. 

“He worked really good the other day and we just jogged 
him today,” Gargan said. “We only worked him once, with 
only four weeks between races, since the Wood (Memorial). 
He’s been doing great, but it’s the best 20 3-year-olds in the 
country, so he’s going to have to be good. Irs all about the 
post and draw. 

“Pd like to be closer to the rail,” he continued. “Churchill 
seems to be a track where you’re better drawn down inside 
and—like I said—it’s all about the post. If he’s drawn well, Pd 
like to see him in fourth or fifth early on. If he’s outside in 18 
or 19, he’ll be third or so early and we’ll have to use him.” 

Hailing from a deep Claiborne Farm pedigree, Tax is a 
grandson of multiple graded stakes-winning Yell, who was 
third in the 2003 Kentucky Oaks (GI) and second in the 
following year’s Louisville Breeders’ Cup (GI). He made his 


first two starts for Claiborne and Adele B. Dilschneider, 
while trained by Ben Colebrook, but was claimed by Gargan 
for owners R. A. Hill Stable, Reeves Thoroughbred 
Racing, Hugh Lynch and Corms Racing Stable. He has 
subsequently made three starts, including a third in the Remsen 
(GID, his aforementioned Withers win and a last-out runner- 
up effort to Tacitus in the Wood Memorial (GII). 

“When I claimed him, I had seen his run first time out,” 
Gargan said. “I actually thought he was going to be a grass 
router, being an Arch out of a Giant’s Causeway mare, but 
when I breezed him, I saw that he was a dirt horse—and a 
good one. He showed he had speed when he ran first time out 
and a big horse who has that kind of speed is a good thing to 
have.” 

Junior Alvarado, aboard for his past two runs, keeps the 
mount. 


VEKOMA - R.A. Hill Stable and Gatsas Stables’ Blue 
Grass (GII) winner Vekoma came out of his five-furlong 
work in :59.95 on Friday at Palm Beach Downs in south 
Florida in good shape according to trainer George Weaver. 

Vekoma worked in company Friday with the 4-year-old 
Majestic Dunhill who is graded stakes-placed. Majestic 
Dunhill traveled to Keeneland with Vekoma and finished sixth 
beaten three lengths in the Commonwealth (GII) there. 
Weaver said the $500,000 Churchill Downs (GI) next Saturday 
is under consideration. 

Vekoma is scheduled to ship to Churchill Downs Tuesday. 
Javier Castellano, who was aboard for the Blue Grass victory 
as well as Friday’s work, has the Derby mount. 


WAR OF WILL — Whenever trainer Mark Casse wanted to 
impress the visitors who would come by his barn during the 
Saratoga meet last summer, he would pull out a certain bay son 
of War Front that he had pinned a whole heaping portion of 
expectations on. 

With his Adonis-like looks, War of Will always has been one 
to fill the eye with admirable qualities. He has backed that up 
with talent that has earned him a spot in the starting gate for 
the first leg of the Triple Crown and in his final major piece of 
work in advance of the May 4 Kentucky Derby, Casse once 
again got to watch his charge show off for onlookers. 

Though he technically worked in company with older 
stablemate Starinthemaking, Gary Barber’s War of Will was 
basically a one-man show as he posted a four-furlong breeze in 
:47.60 on a picture-perfect morning beneath the Twin Spires. 
With jockey Tyler Gaffalione playing passenger in the irons, 
the Lecomte (GII) and Risen Star Stakes (GII) winner 
registered splits of :12, :24 and :36.20 and easily left his 
workmate in the dust by the time he galloped out five furlongs 
in 1:00 and six furlongs in 1:13.60. 

“What you got to see this morning, if you weren’t impressed 
with him this morning, I don’t know what we’re supposed to 
do,” Casse said. “But Pve been seeing this for a long time. I 
had him up in Saratoga last summer and anybody that came by 
I took him out and showed him. And I remember talking to 
Jim Lawson, who is the (CEO) of Woodbine, and telling him 
Tm sending up a very, very special horse’ - and he reminded 
me of that recently. 


-more- 
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“The (workmate) was only there for about an eighth of a 
mile. I don’t know how you could ask for a horse to work any 
better than he just did.” 

Given that his bloodlines screamed turf potential, War of 
Will began his career going winless in four tries on the lawn 
but performing admirably enough to earn a start in the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf (GI) last November in which he 
finished fifth. Since switching to the dirt, however, the 
sophomore colt has won three of his last four starts with his 
only blemish coming when he finished ninth in the 
Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby (GII) after losing his hind 
end action briefly at the start. 

He first flaunted his main-track aptitude at Churchill Downs 
when he broke his maiden by five lengths going 1 1/16 miles 
on Nov. 24. Gaffalione piloted War of Will in a race for the 
first time that day and has continued to be impressed by the 
colt’s progression since. 

“Every track that he’s run over he handles fine, but he 
especially loves this track,’ Gaffalione said. “I don’t know 
what it is — it might be all the people. I think he knows he’s a 
star so he likes the attention. ’ve been so high on this horse 
since I first got on him. I worked him here before he broke his 
maiden. The thing about him now is he’s just all together 
mentally.” 


WIN WIN WIN -— Live Oak Plantation’s Win Win Win 
galloped a mile and a half under exercise rider Melanie 
Williams. Saturday’s exercise was his second over the track 
and first here with trainer Mike Trombetta looking on in 
person. 

“Everybody is happy with what he did this morning,” 
Trombetta said. “I could see he was checking things out 
yesterday and I can see why. He picked it up on the second 
day.” 

Win Win Win is scheduled to work Sunday morning with 
jockey Julian Pimentel coming in for the breeze. 

Win Win Win’s home base is the Fair Hill Training Center in 
Elkton, Maryland. 

“It is a lot quieter there,” Trombetta said. “But he has been 
around. He wintered at Tampa Bay Downs, came back to Fair 
Hill, went to Keeneland and then came back to Fair Hill. He is 
getting used to the project. 


SHAPING UP: THE KENTUCKY DERBY - Likely 
starters in the 145" running of the $3 million Kentucky Derby 
presented by Woodford Reserve (Grade I) to be run for 3- 
year-olds at 1 1/4 miles on Saturday, May 4: By My 
Standards (jockey Gabriel Saez), Code of Honor (John 
Velazquez), Country House (Flavien Prat), Cutting Humor 
(undecided), Game Winner (Joel Rosario), Gray Magician 
(Drayden Van Dyke), Haikal (Rajiv Maragh), Improbable 
(rad Ortiz Jr.), Long Range Toddy (Jon Court), Master 
Fencer JPN) (Julien Leparoux), Maximum Security (Luis 
Saez), Omaha Beach (Mike Smith), Plus Que Parfait 
(Ricardo Santana Jr.), Roadster (Florent Geroux), Spinoff 
(Manny Franco), Tacitus (Jose Ortiz), Tax (Junior Alvarado), 
Vekoma (Javier Castellano), War of Will (Tyler Gaffalione), 
Win Win Win (Julian Pimentel). 


Next up in order of preference: Bodexpress (undecided), 


Signalman (Brian Hernandez Jr.), Sueno (undecided) and 
Bourbon War (undecided). 


ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY DERBY 
LEADERBOARD PRESENTED BY 


WOODFORD RESERVE 


# Horse Trainer Points 
1 Tacitus Bill Mott 150 
2 Omaha Beach Richard Mandella 137.5 
3 Vekoma George Weaver 110 
4 Plus Que Parfait Brendan Walsh 104 
5 Roadster Bob Baffert 100 
6 By My Standards Bret Calhoun 100 
7 Maximum Security Jason Servis 100 
8 Game Winner Bob Baffert 85 
9 Code of Honor Shug McGaughey III 74 
0 Haikal Kiaran McLaughlin 70 
1 Improbable Bob Baffert 65 
2 War of Will Mark Casse 60 
3 Long Range Toddy Steve Asmussen 53.5 
4 Tax Danny Gargan 52 
5 Cutting Humor Todd Pletcher 50 
6 Win Win Win Mike Trombetta 50 
7 Country House Bill Mott 50 
8 Gray Magician Peter Miller 42 
9 Spinoff Todd Pletcher 40 
20 Master Fencer (JPN) Koichi Tsunoda Japan 
21 Bodexpress Gustavo Delgado 40 
22 Signalman Kenny McPeek 38 
23 Sueno Keith Desormeaux 32 
24 Bourbon War Mark Hennig 30 
BARN LIST —- KENTUCKY DERBY 
Horse Trainer Barn 
By My Standards Bret Calhoun 23 
Code of Honor Shug McGaughey 43 
Country House Bill Mott 19 
Game Winner Bob Baffert 33 
Improbable Bob Baffert 33 
Long Range Toddy Steve Asmussen 38 
Omaha Beach Richard Mandella 28 
Plus Que Parfait Brendan Walsh 9 
Roadster Bob Baffert 33 
Signalman Kenny McPeek 6 
Sueno Keith Desormeaux 24 
Tacitus Bill Mott 19 
War of Will Mark Casse 36 
Win Win Win Mike Trombetta 43 
-more- 
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PAST PERFORMANCES AND STAKES 
HISTORY 


e  Brisnet.com Free Past Performances: 
http://bit.ly/2XHAp1c 

e §6©Brisnet.com Kentucky Derby Study Materials: 
http://www.brisnet.com/content/2019/04/2019- 


kentucky-derby-study-materials 


e = KentuckyDerby.com Expert Selections: 
https://www.kentuckyderby.com/wager/expert- 
picks 


OFFICIAL DERBY PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE 


Fans, party hosts, horseplayers, and memorabilia collectors can 
now have official Kentucky Derby 145 souvenir programs 
shipped right to their doorstep in time for Derby Day. 

Advance online ordering is now available at 
www.publications.churchilldowns.com. 

These glossy programs are identical to those sold on track at 
Churchill Downs on Kentucky Derby Day, with full past 
performances for the entire card, as well as feature articles on 
Derby personalities, history and traditions. 

Programs will go to print following the April 30 post- 
position draw and will ship May 2 via FedEx Priority 
Overnight for delivery May 3 (by 10:30 a.m. local time to most 
USS. addresses). 

FedEx Priority Overnight delivery requires a signature. 
Please be sure to have your order shipped to an address where 
someone will be available to receive it. 

There is a minimum of five programs per order. Payment 
will only be accepted online via major credit card. 


KENTUCKY OAKS UPDATE 


BELLAFINA -— “She came out of her work very well. We 
didn’t ask her to do too much; she’s been on a good path and 
we want to keep her going. We’re happy with where we are.” 

Trainer Simon Callaghan spoke on the phone from his 
barn at Santa Anita Saturday morning about Kaleem Shah 
Inc.’s Bellafina following her five-furlong (1:01) drill by his 
charge Friday at her California home base. 

“She’ll gallop tomorrow, then be on a plane late Sunday 
night for an early arrive Monday at Churchill,” Callaghan 
added. 

The daughter of Quality Road is the likely favorite for 
Friday’s $1.25 million Longines Kentucky Oaks (Grade I). Her 
stellar record consists of six victories in eight outings and a 
bankroll that now reads $1,068,000. All six of her tallies have 
come in graded stakes, including three Grade Is. 

California-based Flavien Prat has handled the Kentucky- 
bred bay in all of her starts and he’ll be the pilot again Friday 
for their mile and an eighth challenge. 


CHAMPAGNE ANYONE -— Six Column Stables and 
Randy Bloch’s Champagne Anyone galloped a mile under 
exercise rider Kara Lee for trainer Ian Wilkes. 

Winner of the Gulfstream Park Oaks (GII) in her most 
recent start. Champagne Anyone may work Sunday, possibly 
with jockey Chris Landeros aboard. 


CHOCOLATE KISSES — Debby Oxley’s Honeybee Stakes 
(GUI) winner Chocolate Kisses got an early start on getting 
down to business Saturday morning. The daughter of Candy 
Ride (ARG) came out around 5:15 and turned in a half-mile 
breeze in :48 under jockey Julien Leparoux. 

Chocolate Kisses worked outside in company with Hoffa’s 
Union and posted splits of :12.40 and :24.40 with a gallop out 
to five furlongs in 1:01. 

“I thought she worked super,” trainer Mark Casse said. 
“Julien was aboard; Julien is going to ride her in the Oaks. He 
said ‘she loves this place’ I said “Yeah, I told you that.’ I’ve 
always said horses with a little grass tendencies tend to do well 
at Churchill Downs. I stand by that.” 

Chocolate Kisses broke her maiden on the turf at Saratoga 
last summer and went on to finish fourth to fellow Kentucky 
Oaks contender Restless Rider in the Alcibiades (GI) at 
Keeneland. In the Honeybee, Chocolate Kisses rallied from 
well back to prevail by a length and she was most recently sixth 
in the Ashland Stakes GI) at Keeneland. 


COOKIE DOUGH - Arindel’s Cookie Dough, who would 
need one defection from the roster of probable entrants to 
make the Kentucky Oaks field of 14, is training at Gulfstream 
Park. 

Her final breeze for the Oaks was this past Monday with a 
five-furlong drill of :57.40 and out six furlongs in 1:1120 and 
seven-eighths in 1:25.60. 

“She came out of her work excellent, and if she is fortunate 
enough to get into the starting field on entry day (Monday) she 
will ship to Churchill and arrive the following day,” trainer 
Stanley Gold said via text. :If there are no defections on entry 
day, enabling her to be in the starting 14, she will stay at 
Gulfstream and likely run in the Black-Eyed Susan (GII at 
Pimlico May 17).” 


DUNBAR ROAD - Peter M. Brant’s filly Dunbar Road 
was on the Churchill track prepping for her possible run in the 
May 3 Kentucky Oaks (GI), working five furlongs in 1:01.60 
under her regular exercise rider, Kriss Bon. 

“She breezed great, we worked her and everything went as 
planned,” trainer Chad Brown said. Working in the company 
of Alter Moon, Dunbar Road was timed in splits of :13, 
:25.20, :36.80 and :49.40. She galloped out the six furlongs in 
1:14.80. 

“Everything is perfect,” Brown added, “now all we can do is 
wait to see if there are any defections.” 

Dunbar Road, who finished second as the favorite in the 
Gulfstream Park Oaks (GI) in just her second career start, is 
16th on the Kentucky Oaks points leaderboard, but only the 
top 14 will reach the starting gate when entries are taken 
Monday morning. Jose Ortiz is expected to ride her if she 
makes it into the Oaks. 


-more- 
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FLOR DE LA MAR — Godolphin’s Flor de La Mar, 
runner-up to Bellafina in the Santa Anita Oaks (GD, is 
scheduled to arrive at Churchill Downs from her Southern 
California base this afternoon. 

Trained by three-time Oaks winner Bob Baffert, Flor de La 
Mar will be ridden by Joel Rosario. 


JAYWALK - Cash is King and Leonard Green’s champion 
2-year-old filly of 2018 Jaywalk jogged with the pony Saturday 
morning at Keeneland. 

Trained by John Servis, Jaywalk is scheduled to gallop 
tomorrow morning at Keeneland and leave for Churchill 
Downs around noon. 


JELTRIN — ADR Racing Stable’s Jeltrin is scheduled to 
arrive at Churchill Downs at 2 p.m. after vanning from Florida. 

Trainer Alexis Delgado said the winner of the Davona 
Dale (GII) would be on the track Sunday morning. 


LADY APPLE -— Hall of Fame trainer Stave Asmussen’s 
Fantasy Stakes (GHI) winner Lady Apple galloped about 1 1⁄2 
miles Saturday morning at Churchill Downs at 7:30. 

Lady Apple is scheduled to breeze Sunday morning 
according to Asmussen assistant Scott Blasi.. 


LIORA — Trainer Wayne Catalano said all was good with his 
Oaks contender Liora one day after she completed a five- 
furlong workout in :59.60. Liora had a walk day Saturday and 
will return to the track to jog Sunday. 


MOTION EMOTION — Mark DeDomenico’s Motion 
Emotion walked the shedrow Saturday morning a day after 
working a half-mile in :49.80 under Tyler Baze. 

“Everything is good here,” trainer Tom Van Berg said. 
“She will go back to the track tomorrow.” 

Two-time Oaks-winning rider Mike Smith has the mount 
Friday. 


OUT FOR A SPIN — Commonwealth Stables’ Ashland 

(GJ) winner Out for a Spin galloped about 1 1⁄2 miles Saturday 

morning with Emerson Chavez up for trainer Dallas Stewart. 
“All good,” Stewart said. “We're ready to go.” 


POSITIVE SPIRIT — Trainer Rodolphe Brisset had 
Michael J. Ryan’s filly Positive Spirit, who broke her maiden 
last November at Churchill Downs, on the Keeneland track 
for a gallop Saturday morning. 

“We won’t work her again, but she will have a special (two- 
mile) gallop tomorrow,” he texted from Keeneland. “We will 
ship Monday, if all goes well.” 

Last Sunday, the daughter of Pioneerof the Nile, who is a 
half-sister to Derby winner Always Dreaming, put in a bullet 
workout with Brisset at Keeneland, going a half-mile in :47.20. 
Manny Franco is expected to ride her in the Oaks. 


RESTLESS RIDER — Fern Circle Stables and Three 
Chimneys Farm’s Ashland Stakes (GI) runner-up Restless 
Rider will get her final workout Monday with jockey Brian 
Hernandez Jr., trainer Kenny McPeek said. 

“We decided to postpone her a couple of days,’ McPeek 
said. “We'll give her a nice little half-mile breeze then.” 


Last year the filly, who is seventh on the Oaks points 
leaderboard, won the Alcibiades (GI) at Keeneland, then 
closed out her 2-year-old season with second-place finishes at 
Churchill Downs in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies (GI) and 
the Golden Rod (GI). 


SERENGETI EMPRESS — Owner Joel Politi’s filly gave 
trainer Tom Amoss exactly what he wanted to see as she 
continues to train toward the May 3 Kentucky Oaks (GI). She 
was on the Churchill Downs track Saturday morning with her 
regular exercise rider, Francisco Herrera. 

“She went out during the Oaks/Derby training session and 
jogged a mile, then turned around and galloped another mile- 
and-a-half,” Amoss said. “The only variation tomorrow 
(Sunday) will be that we'll go through the paddock and practice 
a little bit in there, then follow the same routine. A little later in 
the week, we'll do some gate work with her.” 


STREET BAND - Larry Jones, Cindy Jones and Ray 
Francis’ Street Band galloped a mile and a half under exercise 
rider Jorge Nava. 

Street Band is scheduled to school in the paddock during 
tonight’s first race and then work Sunday morning with trainer 
Larry Jones slated to be in town. 


ROAD TO THE KENTUCKY OAKS 


LEADERBOARD 
# _ Horse Trainer Points 
1 Bellafina Simon Callaghan 132 
2 Champagne Anyone Ian Wilkes 113 
3 Street Band Larry Jones 105 
4 Lady Apple Steve Asmussen 100 
5 Out for a Spin Dallas Stewart 100 
6 Liora Wayne Catalano 71 
7 Restless Rider Kenny McPeek 62 
8 Serengeti Empress Tom Amoss 60 
9 Motion Emotion Tom Van Berg 60 
10 Jaywalk John Servis 55 
11 Chocolate Kisses Mark Casse 51 
12 Jeltrin Alexis Delgado 50 
13 Positive Spirit Rodolphe Brisset 50 
14 Flor de la Mar Bob Baffert 40 
15 $-Cookie Dough Stan Gold 40 
16 $-Dunbar Road Chad Brown 40 


$- Late Kentucky Oaks Nominee 


BARN LIST - KENTUCKY OAKS 


Horse Trainer Barn 
Champagne Anyone Jan Wilkes 26 
Chocolate Kisses Mark Casse 36 
Dunbar Road Chad Brown 42 
Flor de La Mar Bob Baffert 33 
Jeltrin Alexis Delgado 43 
Lady Apple Steve Asmussen 38 
Liora Wayne Catalano 30 
Motion Emotion Tom Van Berg 32 
Out for a Spin Dallas Stewart 37 
Restless Rider Kenny McPeek 7 
Serengeti Empress Tom Amoss 29 
Street Band Larry Jones 28 
-more- 
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SHAPING UP: THE LONGINES KENTUCKY OAKS — 
Likely starters in the 145 running of the $1.25 million 
Longines Kentucky Oaks (Grade I) to be run for 3-year-old 
fillies at 1 1/8 miles on Friday, May 3: Bellafina (jockey 
Flavien Prat), Champagne Anyone (Chris Landeros), 
Chocolate Kisses (Julien Leparoux), Flor de la Mar (Joel 
Rosario), Jaywalk (Javier Castellano), Jeltrin (Luis Saez), Lady 
Apple (Ricardo Santana Jr.), Liora (Channing Hill), Motion 
Emotion (Mike Smith), Out for a Spin (Irad Ortiz Jr.), 
Positive Spirit (Manny Franco), Restless Rider (Brian 
Hernandez Jr.), Serengeti Empress (Undecided), Street 
Band (Sophie Doyle). 

Next up in order of preference: Cookie Dough (Jeffrey 
Sanchez) and Dunbar Road (Jose Ortiz). 


DERBY/OAKS KNOWN ARRIVAL 
SCHEDULE 


e April 27: Game Winner, Jeltrin, Roadster 

e April 29: Bellafina, Haikal, Master Fencer, Tax 

e April 30: Cutting Humor, Maximum Security, 
Spinoff, Vekoma 


EARLY LOOK AT POSSIBLE FIELDS 
FOR KENTUCKY DERBY WEEK STAKES 


$500,000 LA TROIENNE (GI) (Entries taken Monday, 
April 29, race Friday, May 3) — Probable: Blue Prize (ARG) 
(Ignacio Correas IV), Divine Miss Grey (Danny Gargan), 
Heavenhasmynikki (Bob Hess Jr.), Mopotism (Doug 
O’Neill), Secret Spice (Richard Baltas) and She’s a Julie 
(Steve Asmussen). 


$400,000 ALYSHEBA (GII) (Entries taken Monday, April 
29, race Friday, May 3) — Probable: Bandua (Jack Sisterson), 
Bourbon Resolution (Ian Wilkes), Instilled Regard (Chad 
Brown), McKinzie (Bob Baffert), Pavel (Doug O’Neill), 
Prime Attraction (Jim Cassidy), Silver Dust (Bret Calhoun) 
and Tom’s d’Etat (Al Stall Jr.). 


$250,000 EDGEWOOD (GIII) (Entries taken Monday, April 
29, race Friday, May 3) — Probable: Cambier Parc (Chad 
Brown), Concrete Rose (Rusty Arnold), Newspaperofrecord 
(IRE) (Chad Brown) and Winter Sunset (Wayne Catalano). 


$250,000 EIGHT BELLES (GII) (Entries taken Monday, 
April 29, race Friday, May 3) — Probable: Bell’s the One (Neil 
Pessin), Im Evin Im Leavin (Greg Tracy), Mother Mother 
(Bob Baffert), Queen of Beas (Jorge Abreu) and Take 
Charge Angel (Ben Colebrook). 


$250,000 TWIN SPIRES TURF SPRINT (GII) (Entries 
taken Monday, April 29, race Friday, May 3) — Probable: 
Angaston (Lon Wiggins), Bound for Nowhere (Wesley 
Ward), Eddie Haskell (Mark Glatt), Extravagant Kid 
(Brendan Walsh), Mr. Crow (Ben Colebrook), Will Call (Brad 
Cox) and World of Trouble (Jason Servis). 


$1 MILLION OLD FORESTER TURF CLASSIC (GI) 
(Entries taken Tuesday, April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — 
Probable: Breaking the Rules (Shug McGaughey), Bricks 
and Mortar (Chad Brown), March to the Arch (Mark Casse), 
Markitoff (Mike Maker), Multiplier (Bill Mott), Raging Bull 
(FR) (Brown) and Ticonderoga (Brown). 


$500,000 CHURCHILL DOWNS (GI) (Entries taken 
Tuesday, April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — Probable: Bobby’s 
Wicked One (Al Stall Jr), Do Share (Mike Maker), 
Limousine Liberal (Ben Colebrook), Promises Fulfilled 
(Dale Romans), Warrior’s Club (D. Wayne Lukas) and 
Whitmore (Ron Moquett). 


$500,000 HUMANA DISTAFF (GI) (Entries taken Tuesday, 
April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — Probable: Amy’s Challenge 
(Mac Robertson), Marley’s Freedom (Bob  Baffert), 
Shamrock Rose (Mark Casse) and Talk Veuve to Me 
(Rodolphe Brisset). 


$400,000 AMERICAN TURE (GII) (Entries taken Tuesday, 
April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — Probable: A Thread of Blue 
(Kiaran McLaughlin), Avie’s Flatter (Josie Carroll), Casa 
Creed (Bill Mott), Digital Age (IRE) (Chad Brown), Forever 
Mo (Antonio Sano), Henley’s Joy (Mike Maker), Louder 
Than Bombs (David Fawkes), Marquee Prince (Brad Cox), 
Seismic Wave (Mott) and Weekly Call (Vickie Foley). 


$400,000 LONGINES DISTAFF TURF MILE (GII) 
(Entries taken Tuesday, April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — 
Probable: Beau Recall (IRE) (Brad Cox), Capla Temptress 
(IRE) (Bill Mott), Daddy Is a Legend (George Weaver), 
Environs (GB) (Chad Brown), Got Stormy (Mark Casse), 
Precieuse (IRE) (Brown), Raven’s Lady (GB) (James 
Cassidy), Take These Chains (Matt Hogan) and 
Valedictorian (Kelly Breen). 


$400,000 PAT DAY MILE (GIII) (Entries taken Tuesday, 
April 30, race Saturday, May 4) — Probable: Dream Maker 
(Mark Casse), Frolic More (Dallas Stewart), Global 
Campaign (Stan Hough), Great Success (Gustavo Delgado), 
High Crime (Darrin Miller), Hog Creek Hustle (Vickie 
Foley), Lexitonian (Jack Sisterson), Manny Wah (Wayne 
Catalano) and Mr. Money (Bret Calhoun). 


Churchill Downs Racing Communications 
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(502) 636-4461 (office) | (502) 345-1030 (mobile) | 
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Kevin Kerstein | Publicity Manager | (502) 635-4712 (office) | 
(610) 420-6971 (mobile) | Kevin.Kerstein@KyDerby.com | 
@HorseRacingKK 


Gary Yunt | Notes Team Captain | (502) 636-4460 (office) | 
(303) 981-5629 (mobile) | Gary. Yunt@KyDerby.com | 
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